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Linking GROWING AFRICAN
ECONOMIES and
MUSHROOMING CITIES

Government decisions over the next few years on where and what types of infrastructure are
pursued will lock in particular growth paths for decades to come. These growth paths could create
a positive link between urbanisation and economic development, writes Ivan Turok, or cause
Africa’s urban problems to become overwhelming.

The telationship between urianislininng s
development i one of the enicil questions
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that Africis utban populstion i likels 10
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Three-jquartern  of  African  govemments
s fike to foduce migrant Aoes o citien
Thicy fear the effccn of urban overermnding
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POLICIES FOR CITIES TO FLOURISH

Intermaponal  expenience jhows  thae
uchanmanen baw the pormnal vo fransfoem
vareg weanddards for househodds, communities
and namons. With the et imsonmons,
mfrasructire. and | pofioc m place, citien
an conmborw . steclorsted  ccopomic
development, sneroped | povatc invesmiont
amf job creamon, Pobicy pronso nead 10
shifit from teying o contam and climmare the
prowth of nfiemal gerthements; 1o harnosmg
the: benelim of concentrated economic sctiviey
w begher progucaviny and | entroprenounl]
dynamem; Ohedinary poeople munt be enabilod
10, accens omeneng opportanitics and fmd

Figure 1: Africa's urbien and rural population, 1950-2050
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Fornmately, coommme drcumimnces peniis
muny pares of Africa bave moproved rocently
An uoexpecred  upturn  dunpg the L
deende hap coveed ‘o nobeesble evepnl
mond and confidence sbour the confinent’s
future. Swong ghobal | demand for pramany
commodites (vepectylly ol, ga=, metily ind
muneraly) anid  agneulrural - prduce have
been the man devers of groath; Lange now
muneral depoaits are regularly being idennificd,
such an the reeonn discovesy of magor o und
gan reperves in Tanssnia, Mozzmbique, Kenpa
wnil Ethiopia, Magoe comarrucnon - prjects,
now: tildings, ropds, pepebmes 2nd shoppong
mally offer rangihle signs of Afncs’s rovnal,
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With the right institutions, infrastructure and policies in place, cities can

contribute to accelerated economic development, increased private investment
and job creation
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VITAL TO ADD VALUE TO RAW
MATERIALS

Yer goowth focused on hacvemng aw
matcriale 45 oot wecessanly  good for
Afncan atics. Capital mvrstment tonds 1w
be margered ar appisting wmaineral| exmracnon
from mesmirce-ach wress aumide anes, amd
wppeading, trsaspat corridoss finking theen
o oomstal ports. Infrastrocrure 1o mprove
the functioning of cities and living sondinons
won lower poosty, Hoomme  commodin
expacts fenald 1o boost thie gmovar of moncy
m o amulanon  before the el ecomomy
can resprnil to supply the onng demand;
resulting in & Hood of imporee There 1 alan
pheary of ovaleoco thar resource-nch stes
are vuliterable o rentsoojiog behavour and
prcidarory  political siwcueos thar mbibe
Broadir undd decper developmenn
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acquisition and lxury property development.

This inflates land prices and cromds our the

prowth of other productive. senvines, such.

s munufacuning Mesnwhile ar lopar three:
quarters: of thess ater’ readents have oo
sceehs (o pod wange oo sire and nowstedhome

sowinage, despite. ther counmmes' vast ol

thi escilatug value of well bocared yrban land
ol ongaged e lavge-seale demiglition - and
eviction of mfoemal senlements moorder 10
ks space foe commercial bailding, booels
and government offices. “Shirn eradicanion’ s
supported on the grouads that mnformality i
vt of place i @ contempuotary urmn settmgg

EXPANDING LOCAL HORIZONS

It b vital that African cconomies hegm o
diversify by adding more value 1o their sl
rsiirces it to expart. The eontinent’s

sk of natural resources & dimunishing
ol these wiral assets peed to be wand
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th make their own peoducn and produce
moe of what they commme, m onder o
mtam domenne spending power, cxpanid job
creanon wnd increse hooschold  incoms
Diveenification. mmvolves developeng upsiream
and doemstresm sctvites such a3 refming,
benehcmbon and supplying inputs to mining
aengd manifastung, This would: ercine moee
miegrated cconcirues wath stronier hivekasnd
andd forwieed Tinkiges 16wl ennisee thist any
srmulus t1y grosih generates Lirger mulaplior
efleet, ubitaittially moee enmplovimionr and s
birtadir spieeadd of incomo
Ditversification will require s concested cffoer
anl. patient investmont | in infrostruciure,
itintituticnts, skills and the dovelopment of loesl
enteipatol. Oue spprsmch b w0 g
global comporstions epaged in rrsource
extraction to do mare local processing and
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o rewnefer  knowledpe o experience
Amd!m“mpmuuhlhnmpplmndm
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productive capshilites. Givmn the scale af
the mimersl ccserves and | commumer ymarker
opportunines svailahle, the powcopat mun
hie copsiderabile. And with stagnuny markens
m Enrope and North Amenica they may find
that they axe pushing ar an open dovr

Afriecan aties can help w hutld more diverse,

ntegrated  cconomuen bused m  domenc
pooducnon rather than importe Lirban

enviromments have compatative . sdvantajies
fore broad-based ecomomic develiopinent thin
povormmentscanmot affiord o ignoee. Cities
cann-reduee bnen teannaction amd teanapion
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et effeeave i lagte urban centros than
towes anned vural aeeae Thiswill belp Afoein
cines ) beeome more than eenires of lusary
congumpron, public  adminitoson 2l
wifoemal wade

INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE

tovesting  m  uchan  infostrocie wod
mnicipal inssittions will enablo Afrcan
cties to fmetion more officently and
pecute pemitive extermabines for alboound
Mwhqmwu Cmnl ddcimons tahen over
the fex few years on where and what fypes
of mfrastructure are purued will ok i
particular mational growth teaecnes for
desades iy come They oould renforer @
pesitive relationehip between urbanisation
andd develipment, or e prbsn peabilems
amd peverty to become overwholming:

Deeisions  on  tansport  systems,  power
pemeration, ewicr  treatment,  sanitabion
whether aities begome more produonve aml
Prospercus, O rin it dreastrus sociad and
cenliyical limits 0 jeowsth as a cevalt of ther
burptoning pojrulitions
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