Size, shape and success in the FET college sector

The lurther education and Iraining (FET) college audit, conducted by the Education and Skills
Development research programmie in all 50 FET colleges in 2010, provided some fascinating
insights into size; shape, and success in the sector. MICHAEL COSSER reports.

'size’ of the FET college seclor s mea-
sured primarly through headeount enrok
ments-of studenis: Sludent enrolmants in

this seclor have remained more or lass static
ovef the past decade, registering a 10 percent:
agé point growth from 1998 lo 2010 (from 300
000 students in 1958 (o 330000 in 2010). The
growth between 2007 and 2009 was more prom-
ising (20 percentage points), bul thew was a 14
parcentage poin decline from 2009 10 2010, as
Table 1 shows.

SHAPE

The 'shape’ of FET colleges is based primar-
ity on differentiation by vocational field, or which
programme types sludents are enmled in, The
majorily ol sudents in 2010 were enrolled in
Raport 191, ot national lachnical education (Na-
tad) coursas. Nated (N), programmes (51%),
wern followed by 37% In National Cedificate
(Vocational), or NC(V), programmes and [he
balance (12%) in olher programmes — pra-
dominantlly adult lzarring, skills, and lsamership
programmes,

N programmes, historically the backbone of
the FET college systom and the loyndation of
arlisanships, have iradiionally been ofered In
Slx dredl

Business Studies;

Enginesring Studies,

Art and Music,

Utibty Studies;

Educare and Soclal Services;

Othar

In 2010, B4% of students were enrcled in
two programmes: Engineering Studies (50%];
ghd Business Studies (44%). Of the 168 BOA
stidants enroled In N programmes, the vast
majority (B6%) wese enroled In post-FET (N4-

T8 = *E50C FEVIEW » MARCH g

NE) programines, and the balanca (14%)m FET
programmas (N1-N3),
Office Administration;
Markating;
Finance;
Ezonamics and Accounting:
Management,
Bulldng and Civil Canstruction;
Enginearing and Relatod Design;
Electrical Infrastructure Construction:
Informabion Technology and
Computer Science,
Primary Agriculture;
Hospidality;
Tourism,
Safety in Sociely,
Mechafronics,
Education and Davelopmeni,

Frve of these programmes accounted for
Ihree-guartess of enrolmants in 2010; Office:
Adminisiration (21%}), Elactrical Infrastrutture
Construction (20%); Engineering and Relatod
Design (15%), Finance, Economics and Ac-
counting (11%); and Building and Civil Construg-
Hon {9%:).

SHAPE AND PLACE

Besides differentiation by vocational field,
‘shapa’ may also slgnity spatlal diferentiation
in terms of geographical location, The follow-
Ing map, one of 45 gensraled for the FET audit
project, indicates fhe geolocaton of FET colloge
camplses in the Eastern Cape in terms of an
index of multipe deprivation,

People are dafined as deprived if they lack the

Table 1: Total enrgiments, FET tollege sectar 2007-2010




tygies of diel. clothing, housing, Household facil-
ties and fusl, and envirenmiental, edutational,
wiarking and social condilions, activities and fa-
cilities which are cuslomiany,

Deprivation therafore refers 1o paoples’ unmet
nesds. The South African Index of Mulliple De-
privisfion {SAIMD) Is 3 composite Index reflecl-
ing five dimensions of deprivation: income and
matena deprivalion, employmen! degrivation
aducation deprivation; health deprivation: and
livirig environmenl deprivation.

As part of the FET audit, a geographic infor-
maton systems (GIS) team at the HSRC calou-
lated the degrea of multiple deprivation of aach
oollege campus in the country, using the SAIMD
lo allocale 8 rank 1o sach campus. As Figurs
1 dlusirates, a number of the campises in the
Easiem Cape are located in ateas with high de-
privalion: the red areas indicate mulliple depri-
vation scores of betwean 1 and 1000, which are
-afiocated lo campuses of Ingwe, King Sabata
Dalindyebo, and King Hintsa FET collages.

The apphcation of lhe SAIMD allows us ko
differentiale college localions In a powerully
graphic way.

SUCCESS

Throughput rate (defined In this sludy a5 the
number af sluden!s passing a course divided by
the number who enroled in thal course in [he
same yoar) 15 & measure of college eificlancy,
Betwean 2007 -and 2009. the throughput rate
of students enrofled in N programmes was an
average (agross the (hree years) of 477%, that of
studenis in NGV} programmies 30%:, (hal of stu.
danls in ‘other’ programmes 68% - yielding an
avarage throughput mbe across the college sys-

Evoluation of the National Skills Development Strategy, 2005 — 2010

tem of 48%. In other words, on average, of every |

100 students wha enroled in any programme i
an FET college In any of 2007, 2008 or 2000,
only 48 students passed, The remainder elther
repeated the year or dropped oul of college.

SLIPPAGE BETWEEN
POLICY AND PRACTICE

From a shape perspeciive, [ha former Depart-
mant of Education decided in 2006 (o phase oul
N pragrammes In favour of the NC(V), which i
introduced in 2007, The NC{V) was lo become
lrie college seclor's flagship programme and
funding was redirected lowards this goal,

In praclice, policy has been thwared, Enrgl
man! largels have obdurately hovered betwean
300 000 and 400 000 studenls, and the much-
anticipated shifl from N programme lo NC(V)
programme anrolments has nol malerialisad,

Not only do N programme anrpimenls eon-
tinize o outnumber NC{V) enroiments - in 2010,
as we saw above, hall of all students wers en-
rolled in N programmes, whie anly 37% were
eniglled in NC(V) programmes — bul anrolments
in post-FET N programmes, which wara by now
supposed lo have been phased oul, outnumbaer
thosa in FET-evel N programmes (by B6% o
14%) and ironically constifute the bedrock of the
entire college system,

Déspite the mounting of 14 NCV) pro-
grammes, uplake has been concenfrated in
only five, with thres of those — Office Admins-
tration, Electrical frastruciure Construction,
snd Enginesring and Refated Design - resonat-
ing strangly, ranically enough, with the top two
choices of studenls enrolled in N programmes
- Engineering Studies and Business Studies.

Fiyqure ¥ Geolocation of FET cullage camptises in tefation fo multiple deprivation i the Esutém Cage
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THE FUTURE: SIZE, SHAPE AND SUCCESS

Massive expansian of the FET college systam
remaing the kay palicy goal of the curent admin-
istration. The targel is 1o achieve an enralmeni
of 800 000 |eamers In the pubkc FET college
secior by 2014, We have to ask, on the basis
of a largely stalic enrolment profile over the past
decade — around fewer than 350 000 learnans
— whiethat the axpansion targal is feasible,

Fram & shape perspecive. the drafl Grean
Paper acknowledaes the policy shortoomings of
the past, seeking Io reversa the phasing outof N
programmes and Io achieve an appropriate bak
ance ol programmae provision according fo st
lutlonal strenath and capacily lo expand, Theas
are welcome developmants in a sector thal has
experienced much umoll over the past fourteen
years and desperately needs fo settle, If It s fo
provide & viabla allamative to university sduca.
bor. Qur research highlighls the significance
of strategies targeled 1o address geclocational
differenliation, to respond in contexts of mulfiple
deprivaticn. < <

AUTHOR: Michasl Casser, chisf
resaarch specialist, Education and Skills
Developmant programme, HSRE.

The Ml report, Furthes Education and Training
(FET] colleges at & glance in 2010: FET colleges
audit: May-July 2010, s avolable on wwwhsrc
acza The report was complied by Cosser, M
Kraak, A, Winnaar, L, FET Audit Froject Team, Rec-
dy, V. Netshitangani, T, Twalo, T Rogers, S; Mok,
galle, G; Mnewango. B, Juan. A: Tilor, V: Garisch,
C. Spies. M, Weir-Smilh, G; and Makhelo, T [2011),
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