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Mission 
The HSRC is a statutory research 

organisation that advances 
social sciences and humanities 

for public use 

Human Sciences Research Council 



What we do  
± 200 research projects annually 

• Reduce poverty, grow economy and create jobs 

• Improve quality of education 

• Promote human and social advancement through skills 
development 

• Accelerate service delivery 

• Reduce crime 

• Develop youth, families and social cohesion 

• Promote health, health systems and wellbeing 

• Investigate HIV/AIDS and STI control 

• Provide advice on nutrition and food security  

• Interpret and understand our national system of innovation 



Objective in terms of research 
data (Section 3, Act 17 of 

2008) 
Develop and make available  

data sets underpinning 
research, policy development 

and public discussion of 
developmental issues 

Human Sciences Research Council 



Nature of the HSRC’s data collection 

• Spans a variety of content areas in the Social 
Sciences and Humanities 

• Quantitative and qualitative data  

• Focus on cross-sectional repeat surveys (at 
least three successive “waves” for meaningful 
trends) 

• Many mixed method studies 

• Owned by the HSRC or external organisations 



• South African National HIV, Behaviour and Health 
Survey (SABSSM) 

• South African Social Attitudes Survey (SASAS) 
• Study on global AGEing and adult health (SAGE) 
• South African National Health and Nutrition 

Examination Survey (SANHANES) 
• Trends in International Mathematics and Science 

Study (TIMSS) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Examples of HSRC large scale, repeat surveys 
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Dissemination 

browsing,  
searching 

downloading, 
analysis, 

visualisation 
 

Data preparation activities Data use activities 

Research data, related 
documentation & metadata 

Train & support 
researchers on data 
management and 
documentation 

Public: NGO’s, 
Civil society, 

etc. 

Researchers: 
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Data sharing 

http://www.hsrc.ac.za 



Dissemination – Weaving a web of context 



Contextual documents 



Dissemination formats 

End User License 



Outputs linked to 
data set 
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The key aims were to determine the HIV prevalence  in 
the general population, identify risk factors that increase 

vulnerability of South Africans to HIV infections, to identify 
the contexts within which sexual behaviour occurs and the 

obstacles to risk reduction and to determine the level of 
exposure of all sectors of society to current prevention.  

• History 
• Four series already conducted – 2002, 2005, 2008 and 

2012. 

South African National HIV, Behaviour and Health 
Survey (SABSSM) - Profile 



• Typical questions asked  
• Knowledge of HIV/AIDS, stigma and discrimination and 

HIV risk behaviour 
• Measure HIV status, HIV incidence and use of 

antiretroviral (ARV) drugs  
• Acceptability and practices (among males only) 

concerning male circumcision  
• Health status of the nation, access to health services, 

child vaccination, and reproduction (among females only) 
and maternal and infant mortality  



ADDICTION DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MASS MEDIA 

AIDS (DISEASE) ELECTRICITY MASS MEDIA USE 

ALCOHOL ABUSE GRANTS RADIO 

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION GROUP MEMBERSHIP RISK BEHAVIOUR 

ANTIRETROVIRAL THERAPY HEALTH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

CARE GIVERS HEALTH BEHAVIOUR SEX EDUCATION 

CARE IN THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CHECKS SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR 

CHILD CARE HEALTH SERVICES SEXUAL PARTNERS 

CHILD CAREGIVERS HIV PREVENTION SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES 

CHILD PROTECTION HIV/AIDS KNOWLEDGE TELEPHONES 

COMMUNICATION HIV/AIDS PREVALENCE TELEVISION 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION HIV/AIDS PROGRAMMES TOILETS 

CONDOM USE HOME ENVIRONMENT VOLUNTARY COUNSELLING AND TESTING (VCT) 

DEPENDENT CHILDREN HOUSEHOLD INCOME VULNERABILITY TO AIDS 

DISABILITIES INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION WATER RESOURCES 

• Themes covered   
 
 

 
 
 
 



• Population / sample surveyed  
• National household survey (Individuals of all ages, except 

in 2002 and 2005 when younger than 2 years were 
excluded)  

SABSSM 2005 Interviewed 
Gender of respondent n % 
  1 Male 9685 41.6 

2 Female 13584 58.4 
Missing System 6 .0 
Total 23275 100.0 
Province n % 
  1 WC 2884 12.4 

2 EC 3795 16.3 
3 NC 1423 6.1 
4 FS 1479 6.4 
5 KZN 4651 20.0 
6 NW 1586 6.8 
7 GT 3621 15.6 
8 MP 1684 7.2 
9 LP 2152 9.2 
Total 23275 100.0 



Age groups n % 
  1 2-14 years 6866 29.5 

2 15-24 years 5708 24.5 
3 25+ years 10687 45.9 

Missing System 14 0.1 
Total 23275 100.0 
Race of respondent n % 
  1 Africans 13935 59.9 

2 Whites 2428 10.4 
3 Coloured 4411 19.0 
4 Indian 2449 10.5 

Missing System 52 0.2 
Total 23275 100.0 
Geographic type n % 
  1 Urban formal 13253 56.9 

2 Urban informal 2486 10.7 
3 Rural informal 5554 23.9 
4 Rural formal 1982 8.5 
Total 23275 100.0 



The primary objective of SASAS is to design, develop and 
implement a conceptually and methodologically robust 
study of changing social attitudes and values in South 

Africa.  
• History 

• First in 2003, thereafter repeat surveys  in 
October/November each year 

• Modelled on international best practice – also 
comparative information (ISSP) 

 

South African Social Attitudes Survey  
(SASAS) - Profile 



• Typical questions asked  
• Shifts in social circumstances and values 
• A core module, repeated each round to monitor change and 

continuity in a variety of socio-economic, political and cultural 
variables  

• Rotating modules on specific themes 
• Themes covered   
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• Population / sample surveyed  
• National household survey (Individuals aged 16 and 

older)  
 

SASAS 2006 Interviewed 
Gender of respondent n % 
  1 Male 2481 42.5 

2 Female 3361 57.5 
Total 5842 100.0 

Missing System 1 .0 
Total 5843 100.0 
Province n % 
  1 WC 650 11.1 

2 EC 647 11.1 
3 NC 559 9.6 
4 FS 649 11.1 
5 KZN 971 16.6 
6 NW 397 6.8 
7 GT 647 11.1 
8 MP 596 10.2 
9 LP 727 12.4 
Total 5843 100.0 



Age groups n % 
  1 16-24 years 1156 19.8 

2 25-34 years 1434 24.5 
3 35-49 years 1721 29.5 
4  50+ years 1528 26.2 
Total 5839 99.9 

Missing System 4 .1 
Total 5843 100.0 
Race of respondent n % 
  1 Black African 3663 62.7 

2 Coloured 979 16.8 
3 Indian/Asian 557 9.5 
4 White 643 11.0 
Total 5842 100.0 

Missing System 1 .0 
Total 5843 100.0 
Geographic type n % 
  1 Urban,formal 3185 54.5 

2 Urban,informal 704 12.0 
3 Tribal 1164 19.9 
4 Rural,formal 790 13.5 
Total 5843 100.0 



• Tool for monitoring evolving social, economic and political values 
among South Africans 

• The survey content is closely aligned towards strategic national 
priorities as reflected in the Medium-Term Strategic Framework 
(MTSF, 2009), government strategic outcomes, and National 
Development Plan (NDP, 2012).  

• Role in the policy domain, with SASAS data used for 
• The Presidency’s macro-social review (2006) and 15-Year 

Review (2009); 
• The development of a social cohesion barometer for the EU-

Presidency Programme to Support Pro-Poor Development 
(PSPPD)  

• The determination of energy poverty and energy related 
behaviour for the Department of Energy 

• Evidence on financial literacy to help shape the national 
consumer financial education strategy (National Treasury)  

 
 

 
 
 

South African Social Attitudes Survey (SASAS) - 
Impact 

Van Zyl (2013) 



• For the country: 
• National level planning 
• Capturing local dynamics and impacts in a variety 

of contexts and situations 
• Description and subsequent understanding of 

social change, the trajectories of individual life 
histories, the dynamic processes that underlie 
social and economic life 

• Better understanding of policy interventions 
• Potential for human capital development, 

knowledge generation, strategic partnership 
development, priority setting, policy advocacy, 
lobbying, bridging the research-policy chasm, 
marketing value, and access to resources. 

 
 

 
 
 

A value proposition for large scale, repeat surveys 



A value proposition for large scale, repeat surveys 

• For research community: 
• As empirical evidence for policy making, monitoring 

and evaluation of strategies to address the 
challenges of South Africa 

• A resource for the training of researchers and 
practitioners 

• A resource for post-graduate students as evidence 
for a masters or doctoral thesis 

• To inform civil society and the public at large about 
human and social issues 

•  A resource for researchers to advance social 
science and its knowledge base 



• Changing perceptions on HIV/AIDS prevalence in South Africa 
• Inform population-based prevalence estimates and actuarial 

modelling assumptions   
• Could be used to cost the roll-out of Anti-Retroviral Therapy in 

South Africa 
• Guiding and helping to monitor government strategies and 

interventions, for instance 
• To evaluate the South African National Strategic Plan (NSP) for 

HIV/AIDS and STIs 2007-2011 and to provide baseline 
information for tracking the progress and impact of the new NSP 
for HIV/ AIDS, STIs and TB 2012-2016  

• Report on key indicators such as child and maternal mortality and 
fertility, information crucial for international reporting as a country 
for the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and UNGASS 

South African National HIV, Behaviour and Health 
Survey (SABSSM) - Impact 

 

Van Zyl (2013) 



Closing remarks 

Weber (2013) 

• Data that makes a difference – measuring impact of 
research data is not straightforward 

• Usage evidence  
• Metrics 

• Data use indexes (Download, browse, search 
events) 

• Citation prevalence, position and popularity 
– Data / output citations 
Human Sciences Research Council. South African Social 
Attitudes Survey (SASAS) Round 7 2009. [Computer file]. 
SASAS 2009 Questionnaire 1. Pretoria South Africa: Human 
Sciences Research Council [producer] 2009, [distributor] 
2013. 

• Traces of scientific activity on the social web 
(Altmetrics) 

• Impact stories 
– Feedback on data usage 

 



llotter@hsrc.ac.za 
emakonko@hsrc.ac.za 

 
www.hsrc.ac.za 

Thank you 
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