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Scholarly pursuits: the number of over-20s with no education has declined, but the‘pér:entage of high
school students who matriculate has decreased. Photograph: Oupa Nkosi

butwhato

‘day and today,
ftomorrow?

The 2007 Community Sirvey highlights some major demographic
<hifts that polieymakers inust consider cavefully in the years ahead

he 2007 Communily
Survey conchueled hy St-
tislics South Alriea gives

= an impressive secount;
B of our developmaenal
progress, concluding thal “today s
hetter thim vesterday”. The survey
also mialecs it elear that our socicly i
undergning massive clanges, From
the imost intmate reintions (o e mogt
abstract levels of sovial nteracdon,
communities wre in M

S0 while today might be Loy
thar yesterdny, policyunders also
neet te ansere Lhal lomorrow wiil
D Dreether Lhiant boclay, The survey
“aises ag mauv questions ahonl,
L furpre as i answers abont 1l o
present, providing a wselul plimpse
of some af the policy cliallengoes
Ll e aliwad — none of whicl leod
themselves 10 Ca3y ANSWEDS

Growing urbanisation is likely tn
be o constuat for decacdes to corme,
More than 70% of honsehwlds nre
now in formal dwellings. 1f the rate
of farmal housiws provigion con-
Lines we are likelv o see a xlewd-
ily prowing nvhan aprawl aroundd
major eenlics, which will require
a constunt supply of land. Buildng
more honses wilt also seb 10 motion

Linn needs of our expanding frmal
housing develaprmants williout

*crstroying our environment?

The survey also highlights L
tmpack of social wnd cconomic
trendds on e family and the kinds
ol eomtnunities we see builoing.
Though the number of househoelds
is growing, the average household
gize is shrinking. More than 40% of

- hotuseholds now consist ol one ar

Lwo people, Research underlaken by
the Human Sciences Research Coun.
cil notes Lthat more women lHving on

social grunts are hoeoming heads of

hoisehalds, bul many of them lacls

- Mhe resourees Lo migrte to polential
©iob centres. Meanwhile, more biacl:

oulh are migrating on their owa jn

seareh of independenee from fanily,
In poor communitics, on aver-

agze, st people depend on one wage

eevrney, And it is widelv accopled that

il s nereasingly diflicull Lo (ind per-

rrunent employment in the agriesl-

- rursl and industral secloes, Yending
-tz high levels of mmobility motivated
b the search for employment.

South Afriea is expericncing

" inereascd social atumisation, with

- amaller and smadler units of living

- reshaping and disnggregating fam-
Cilvinterde pendence,

the need (or infrastroeloral develop-

ments to support residential o,

The cholees we nigke about these
developments might seem postlive
Loday, but will they e sustainalli: in
the future? As i slatds, the natioznsl
electricily grid cannot cope with
current demand. [fwe nndertale to
provide more cleclticily in the way
Lhal we do ow, how will we supplyv it
Ty ?

The ineresse (n formal houging
hay been accompanicn by growing
aceess to waste removal. Report «
suggesl, however, it existing
Il capeicity is adres H
Bf linl ation i n thr‘ metropolea. Ian

Changes in the family stroetur
and labour foree accound, for a fange
it of the shifting refutions between
men and wornnen — including making
wonecsl more independent — whitc
the socinl statig of wormen linked e
mrants will also have long-term conse-
quences for gender relations,

These trencds have immportant
implications if we believe that social
cobesion and institutions sueh as Lhe
family can encourage construclive

¢ farms of comumunity, This will also

D policy implications for how

© we wldress chadlenges snch as risky

sax1al practices, criminality and vio-
lenee, Greater atomisation makes it

- We }ldV(_‘ ITld,dE ch 'CLI'IC‘C.H

n improving quality
of tite, and this has had
A positive effect on the
Aanitv of cllizens

T Mwwnm it

o maore diffienll to create shared spaces

witl cogumon vadues and feelings of
oblirution towards others. Cortibined

- with the expansion of formal housing

developments that absorh [unilies
from informal settletnents, it implies
that social trust il up through focal
fanwiliarity over time cannot necessar-
fly be susumed in the fatore, and will
hawve to be actively fostered.

On the edueation [vont the survey

' notes that the number of people

over 20 yeurs old with no edueslion

* declined from 17,9% it 2001 to 10,5%

in 200¥7. This Lalls us that more South
Alricans should be lterate. The link

i between poverty, job crcalion and

eelication is, however, worth explor-
i Most new jobs are croated in the
selvice seclor and fuvour low skills.
Such jobs Lend to be low paid and
trunstent, and do nol B people out
of poverty over the lomg lerm.
Although the Community Survey
hightights an ingrease in some
secondary schooling among; South
Africans over ayre 20, it alao shows

. troubling trend: a decrcase in

those with grade 12 qualifications
belween 2001 and 2007, (rom 20,4%
Lo 18,6%. More youth arc going oh to
secondary schooling, but fewer are
matriculating. How do we aceount
for this? Ifweare to orepte 2 more
skilled Fabour workforee, we need to
reverse this trend, generating more

Where there’ S smoke

| he Emopcsm and Amenca.n
tradition of the political
nevel is deeply entrenched.
From Emile Zola ta Gore Vidal, the
perceptions and attitndes of citi-
zens in these smuy old democracics
have long been shaped, influenced
and reflecled in many great works
of fiction.

South Africa towy has 4 rich history

. uf political fiction, from Alan Paton
" to Nadinge Gordimer, André Brink,
. Njabulo Ndebele and Lewis Nkosi,

- abant an Americin
- presidential

Tt tlrere is, of course, o vast differ-
ence hetween e literary poiitical
novel and the “novel
of polities”™, which is
how Joe Klein, the
originally “ationy-
mous” wuthor of the
best-selling Primuary
Colors, deseribed his
1494 roman-g-clef

CAMPAiEN

Kicin, at the time
a journalist with
Newogwweolk, nused
a seandal w1th hiy
thinly disguised
account of Bill Clie-
ton's 1842 bid [or Lhe Wop job., This

. was partly hecause hc had opted to

* publish the hook jnonymously, but

also becanse he vividly exposed the
behing-the-scenes rathlessness of

- eontemporary American polilies,

‘The thing abont a “novel of poli-

¢ ties™is that i ean e used, as politi-

©ealseicnlist Jumes F

Davidaon has
noted, “in the teacking of polilics
and administration in supplying
some vicarious experience wheps
real expericnon s impossible”,
And il is thiz cxposure of the

o innards — the nuts, holts, cops
Cand wheels within the wheely

<ol contemparary politics. rather
than a more subtle expression
of ideolngical ideals, that distin
guishes the novel of palitics from
the political novel.

Thore are nrany deliberale echoes
of Prinay Colors in South African
writer Brent Meersman’s recently
published Primary Coloured,
(Ehaman and Roussenw) ahout
Charlene Kennedy, o charismalie,
strectwiae polilician wid her bid

fs

< Lo lannch s uew opposition pary,

students who ave eligible for lerliary |
¢ eduention.

The Cotrununity Survey tells us that
we have made important advanees in
improving the quality of life of South

¢ Africans ina raoge of areas, and this

hias o pusitive effect on the dignily

+ and livelihood of citizens, The sunvey
* also tefls us thal mosl people feel
- their lives have improved.

The sucecesstul sohitions we develop

;o address the urgend social problems
- of ordinacy South Africans will, how-

ever, huve o be considered nat only

o i relation o how we feel tocday, Tt
also tomaorrow and the dayv aner,

Suren Pillay, a semior lecturer in
poditical studies ab the University of
" the Wentern Cape, 45 on sranndiment
i the demaogracr and governanse
progreeneme of the Fluman Selenees
D R K R

Avanrin mbanaa communications

{eannt 11040

the Soecial Demoerats. The cover,
the snave narealor, L charming

~ but unpredictable candidate, the
i episodic nature of the plot and the

o careening {rom one erisis to the next |

o all mirror Klein's

« and volalile:

©epurse, are that

~currently the
, Mol & Guardi-
s Lheatee

orizinal salire,
Bul Moeersinan's
Primary Colaurad
is no pale copy.
How could it T,
set 45 it 15 inour
young, robust
democracy?
Otber real-

1ifer echowes, of

Meersiman,

WrILer, wilk &
former thentre

‘there’s mirrors

producer who served as Patriciade
Lille's chief of staff at the launch

of the Independent Demeocrats in
2004. Hle was largely responsible for
the ID's inngvative, fresh campaign,

| .including the placement of ads for

the party in the classified sections of
national ncwspapers
Told from thie perspective of J uc]

‘|, Moritz, a former theatre manager

who has deeided to “serve democ-
tacy” by accepting a position as the
chief of staff of the newly formed
Social Demoerats, the natrative
turns — as Meersman himself has
deseribed it - into a version of West
Wing meets John le Carré,

During a meeting with o potential
funder, Joel remarles: “Politics isnt
that different {rom thealre) . You
write seripts, politicians pecform
thiny, you get the newspaper crits in
e morning.”

Meorsman 1s an
intelligent nnd willy
writer and has packed
‘CROImots punch inle

the rollicking saga Ul
brims with infigue,
subteringe, hetrayal,
corraption, death
theeats and all those
everydiay ingrodicnds

Lha, make for an

inleresting life in

politics.

There's amin-
ing seandat, u p]ot
to assassinale the

... ._president and even the candidats
| neveelf Meersman also explores a
murky underworld where “money
was playing a far too large role in
the Nedgling democeracy™.

Froot this perspective Pritry
Colowred offers ordinary readers a
rare glimpse ko and understand-
ing of the political process that.
swirls beneath the headlines,

The authors car lor dinlore
is superh and his analysis of the
contempovary political latdscape
is astute, informad and at times
i highly entertaining, Mevrsian
haws also conjured Lo il o menag-
erie of fanlastie chinracters, from
Kennedy's fandlanger, Valentine
TTardly, Lo o range of pecty political
frrivisies drawn o power, glory
©aud money,

Much of the bool'’'s enterlainment
value lies i mulching real life char-
acters (and parties) to their fetional
equivalents. UNtimalely Primary
Colpured 1s nol an unflattering pot-
Leail of the candidate, bt it docs
expose her Daws — and those inher-
ent. in the system.

For thoge who view politics as
a sport, Primeary Coloured offers
hilarigus insiglits, commentary and
wry salire, If there is a criticism, il
i 1s Lhut the novel is averpopululed
will minor charneters that delraet

{tomn the central theme. Bul

Meersman helps

the reader to keep

track ol it all in his
“Whi's Who Hst at
the buacle

Primary Coloured
i an important
addition to South
- African politieal
writingg in that it
provides a uniguely

intimate and acew-

rate portrail of our
young demoeracy in
< all its pory wiory.

Muorignne Thammisa
Jreclaned woefer
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