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WHAT CENSUS 2011 TAUGHT US
about the state of education

The formulation of targeted policies and plans is dependent on
accurate, up-to-date information to enable policy makers and
other interested parties tc monitor the effectiveness of current
policies and plans. When Vijay Reddy and Andrea Juan did a
statistical analysis of key results of Census 2011, they found
some pasitive changes in participation rates in education and
in levels of education. But they also found an alarming decline
in schooling in the higher grades and in post-school education.

Figure 1: Participation rates by age from 1996 fo 2011
Soures Stufishes South Afnca (2012)

Grade 1 Grade 9 Grade 12

Age (years)

I 100 1 2001 I 2007 5 2011

20

Parnapation i education has improved since
1996 (Figure 1) Actoss the time periods,
over 80% of eight to 17 year olds have
participated 1n formal education mstitutions

A trend analysis of census dats from 1996 to
2011 shows an increase m patticipation levels
for children between five and 10 years old.
Paiticpation for five-year olds has mcreased
significantly from 23% m 1996 to 81%

m 2011

This 15 a welcome finding as research
suggests that early participation in
educational mstituttons contubutes to
smpoved cognitre development and can
thus 1mprove firtme academic petformance
I'his increase may be attabuted to the
attention that early childhood development
has recerved stace 2001 The Department of
Basic Education has set 2 goal of universal
access to the reception year of schooling
{grade R) by 2010 Evidently this goal has
not been met, howevet the progiess made
cannot be discounted

While theie was a 1elatively high sate of
patticipation fot the compulsory yeats of
schoobng from grades 1 to 9, these 1s a sharp
decline m pattcipation theieaftes. This has
been a trend trom 1996 to 2011 - wath shoht
mmprovements in 2011 Thes irend contimued
tor participation in educational institutions
tor 18 to 24 year olds, 1asing alarms
1egardmyg the provision of post-schooling
education. Only 4% of the population

aged below 24 yeats atc attending colleges
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Early participation in educational institutions contributes to improved cognitive

development and can thus improve future academic performance.

ot universities. Census 2011 found that
3 726 110 20%) of five to 24-year olds were
not in education, employinent or traning

Increased education levels of the
population

A long-tezm goal of the South African
government 1s to develop a more skilled
and capable workforce with a view to bemg
categonsed as a knowledge society and a
knowledee economy The education levels
of the poputation allow us to make a rough
estmate of the potential human capital of

the country Figute 2 iepresents the trends m

education levels of the population 20 yeats
and oldet

Trends in education

Three noteworthy trends emerge from the
Census 2011 results, The first 1s the decrease
in the percentage of adults with a pomary
school education and helow However thete

ate 6 456 000 people who have no education,

ot some primaty education, pomting to the
need to facilitate 2dult baste education and
teaining (ABE.T) opportunities

The second trend 15 the mncrease 1 the
Ppercentage of the populatton who have
completed grade 17 and those who have
gone on to complete posi-schooling
qualifications, This smplies improved levely
of education of the adult population that
could contabute to mproved education and
training skills sets, as well as the improved
education levels n the houschold

Patental education 15 found to be ihe best
predictor of educattonal performance of
children. This mereased educational level

of the household will contibute to highe:
educational achicvement of the children

A thnd trend 15 the laige petcentage of the
adult population who have not completed
secondary school education A total 59%
of the population fall into this categoty with

Figure 2: Highest love of education of persons aged 20 yoars and older 1996-2011
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34% ot th= populatton having incomplete
secondary education Research shows that
the employment oppottunities for those
with incomplete secondary education arc
himited and the policy challenge 15 to cieate
tusthes tasning opportanities

Concluston
While the Census 2011 key findings point to
advances made 1n 1aming the education Jevels
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of the country’s citizens, these is stll frther
proguess to be made This 15 criteal in light of
the economic aud development tagectory that
the South African soctety hopes to achicve

Asthors: Dr Viyay Reddy, essusetsre divestor. Edusation
and Skslh Develgpment progromor, HSRC. Andsea Juarn,
PED snterst n the vaove progranese

Parental education is found to be the best predictor of educational performance

of ichildren. This increased educational level of the household will contribute to
nigher educational achievement of the children.
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