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The people
matter:
POVERTY,
POPULATION
DYNAMICS
and POLICY

Fifteen years after apartheid, the
Eastern Cape - with an estimated
population of 6,74 million In 2010
with 87.6% black Africans - |s one
of the poorest provinces In South
Africa and has an extremely high
level of Income disparity (Gini

: — _ coefficient: 0.70). Monde Makiwane
The Eastern Cape's share of the national

population dropped from 15.5% in 1996 to that demographic profiles be used

changes in fertility, mortality and migration. almed at development and poverty
reduction In the province.

and Dan Chimere-Dan recommend

FVhim studdy, Saur of the Faplatiim i the Earerm Cape Rapare, conducted by the HSRC, provides  gencral doscnpnion of the region's bist demographit
chanctenstcs dusing the fest half of 2010, and highlighte msues i population dyramics that are relevant to the devdlopment and implementation
of polices asimed at Bghtiog poverty i the provinee

BACKGROUND

The Eastern Cape is one of the poorest peovinces in South Afnca and a historical understanding of how successive colonial and sprertheid
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i the peactice of labour reserve, which srarmed in the carly stages of colonial mle but way graduglly inetiunonabsed i the aparrherd era when the
Manonabsg Mary asmumed power. Eardy bn ie sdmisistmation of the area, the colominl suthorities sot sinde laogre parms of the Eastern Cape 3.3 labyour
reserve that nas melireerly eabed by white mugistrates and teachtional mithomtics. These tomidi which bopan contunes ago contnue 1o tmpact om
populstion dynamics in the Hasiem Cape with 3 selfeperpetuating cyele of migration due o o ceonivmae nppeumines whach further dretors the

propulations dynamica beading oo furiher Uit i eation
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Improving development through changing demographic imbalances
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and the programmes of various de

integrate these effectively into
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1 Actively monitor demographic trends in the province
* The demographic trends in the province should be actively umﬂhd wﬂnﬁuﬂ.m provincial| depar

af mortality wumwmmjtmm
2 Integrate population factors mnmnm-n- mﬂm

‘Basic population indicators and
ﬂwm“h

mmdythMMﬂumwm
province This should involve an explicit incorporation of prevailing and projected
i m#mmhmﬂmmmnwa

anmﬂmﬂhmﬂnm  and effective inhouse demogrs
information for efficient ptanning and delivery of services at the local lev 'Pﬁdhmwmm
every depariment is the skill 1o produce (where necessary), analyse wmmm&mmm
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE EASTERN

CAPE SKEWED BY MIGRATION

The Eastern (ape i the thied most popalous
province iy Soath Africs, sfier Crauteng and
KuwaZuhs-Natal Youth comprise s sizeable
portion of e popsibation with ehildien
aged 04 and 514 secounung Ffoe 10,6%
anil 25%, respectively, and young people
sged 19524 accounting for o ferther 21,4%
of the populaton. [ar from 2007 indicare
that adults in the 15-64 age peoup éomprised
574% of the wml provingial populstion, The
propotisity for 8 siresble grobeth i the yolith
population is tempered by sigoificant our-
migration of those less than 15 years of age
Aduiles nged 65 years o older comprised only
1.0% of the populsiion.

Wimmen outtitimber men in the provinee aind
comprive 53% of the provincal population
in 2007, The male 1o fermale moo in 2007
declined with age (69100 for these aged
S0-54 and 49100 for thoso 70 vears or ulder),

Sax ratio imbalances

T son ratio wnbalince fs the combinod
effect of sex-aclecive panems of migrticn,
capecrally m acnve wodang ages, and gotder
differences i mortslicy mires in'the older ajced
The Fastern Cape suffors mor: outmigrtion
than any other | provicee, pienoulicly. among
vesung people escagnig foom coppling poavety
e sorch. for better Tvelihoodi - clacwhere:
Mot moigrany e men) m theie work ages
berween 2530 yearn They move from the
province to thic more ceonomically advanced
provinces apd 1o metropolitan) parss of | the
COUNTTE

As o roudle of this spe-selestive migration,
the Eastern Cape had 1 buge proportion of
fermales eompared to moee affiuent poovinees
{ruch 2= Gauteng and the Weatern Cape),
This i in Hoe with the gencrl trend in South
Afercy where poores peovinges have 3 highes
prroportion of women,

Thise pameens of  outimigestion  have
nvgatively ‘affected social development and
Bmily and social eclations ond have tesulied
in a highor 'than aveeage proporton of | fhe
populition Whi are etther unable b wirl
folder pesdoms, children) or whese wrek s
ool remuncrated (women whisle main wirk
i childbeiring, caroptetng, ete ). As such, the
socio-ectmonmic delelopment of the provinde
s unlikely 10 beneft feom its well eduesied
and  entreprencudal  cltivens  whio migee
toy other paits ol the country. The eesiiliiig
burden' of  hosy  econontc  dependency
cotitribiittes 1o the decrgemsanon of fmilies
and the bicabdimmn of the socal fubace of

thie provisicial popualation

Fertility

leetiliry rator ate dechinimg and differdnees
follow  predicrable  diffeecnces w0 socio
cennomic wiand The preevalence of marige
amoay wooen 10 the seprnduchive g of
1549 has dechned since 1996 and this has
affeceed childbearing mtee In 2007, oaly
30.2% of all people aged 15 yearns oc oldér
wore mareied.

Health and mortality
The provinee lags behid other pare of the

oommtry i 4 number of cntical and objecive

health indicarors. Although the rates of
infant mortality have declined from 65 per
thousand i 1996 10 an cstimated level of
57 per thousand b 2010 snd child mortality
has slightly declined from 88 per thowsand in
1906 40 & projected 86 per thousand in 2010,
they remain smoeg the hithest i the country

Education

There have been significant impeovements
in the cducational profile of the provineial
prenpiliiticn, espectally i the arean of Eteracy
o] | fermale schosl  bitendance  Flowover,
majur challenges are (the matnic pass rare,
aceess to 3 good qualiy infrastrucrure for
leamming, anid bettee models oF human capil

development.

Environmantal contraints on human
development

The sywiemate  destrucoom of [ the runl
ceonomy i the past has cosulied in the pooe
performunce of submipence agoeuinice. In
both rural and urban arees of e provinee
o sigmhicant percontage of the - provmcial
popubznon lacks bame gmemoes and seryoes
that facilitate  wsrnable we of moonl
resources and relancnship with the eeorystem,
Given this contoxe, global envirmmmentsl
comgerny do nor eoronate with  familics

traprpeed i poverty and depmvanon,

sty Lhe Mamdt Mokewans, sdoel srmarch periks
Fluman i Spaisf et fevgraney,
HYRE, Prof D * Bmmore Ulam, doywisnr, o ietar Voraeeny
Remch  arpomgssn, [ahamenihery.
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