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Astonishing results of Lesotho's most recent population census reveals thal the small eountry expetienced a 70% Increase in the number
of orphans during the ten-year period from 1896 1o 2006. Eye-calching too {s the fact that more than 20% of Lesatho's orphans had
lost both parents, and that AIDS-relaled finesses account for the vast majority of these cases, writes DUNCAN SCOTT. Against this
background, he state of sarvice provision for orphans and other vulnerable children (OVC) in the impoverished country has come under
the spaliight, [An AIDS orphan is understood as a chid who is an aphan because one or both parents died from AIDS|

hir HERL, i assocrateon wath the Joint Eco-
naméce. AIDS anid Paverty Programma {JE-
APF), sxamined seraces for OVE with The
main @ of dislingusshing kit efficacy, distribu-
Hon an focus. This study has (loreated, smang
ather things, bow a lack ol Informiton gatherng
and shariesg Erang sendos providon has conbch-
uted 19 undermining he suppost baes fhat doss
exiel, Movn than aniihing, e mindset of ‘goirg U
slone’ emanged a4 the cantm! hame of T sludy,
Having corducied mdepth mvirviess wilh nip-
resrialives from locally-based ren-govemmantal
prganizalions [NGUn), mismalionsl NGOL asd
geremuner] minindrion, | emerged thal what pri-
masthy hobbles Lesotho's OVD services o nol &
Inick of interepitiona
Rather, & fragmented fisld of organizations w-
ing for limited resources freqbently sfuris effor
fo reagh 25 msny childeen as paesible. Moreover,
[t surtaced Ihal 3svesal inslitules' own dafindion of
QWG was: slightty 3t odds with thal of the govem-
mand. I a-neiehel, e slats of OVE serdces s
fragrmemiary and under-resourced, the goographi.
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il coverage @ madequie, and smphasie needs
b0 b placed on wxpanding prychasocal mberven.
bons. The thres pobicy suggeshions oufined besow
provide a woy forwand.

Tha Department of Socal Welfare 0 Lesotho
lsunchid e indamnl monitaring sfructures in 2008,
but the system has struagled 1o gain momantum
By increaning |18 capacty the deparmen should
festty ba sbls ko datermine the prrcse needs of
raphans in Lusaiho,

Secandly, while the HSRT was a8 1o complla
& prelmirany sl of OVC sorvies providen. d s -
partant fial & longes-term cperstion upate this -
wenioey, Only ihan will Lesotho be abla 1o mgllale
ihve condiions under which ovil socely snpages
with OWC. For exarmple, in 2003. South Afica Inst-
lubea guidebnes for establishing child care famma

A lack of synchronisation, beskdos resiilling In
duplication of serviess, alio incresses fhe chinges
thal services will be inconsisiontly distrbted, Le-
sotho has tan disircts, but the majority of service
providers ace hated In the predominanty ursan
Maseru area, This i despils the et thal s than

thres quanams of e popsation Wves In rursl snd
nifien remmots greas

i weas comman for regressndatives of govam:
menl ministnes (o bermecan the isck of mesouroes
avpilnble to e, Too lew stafl members, imsuffi
el iraifing and inadequale motar vehicles were
i the bop of Ma bt Howsver, to dale; NGO hase
been highly mstrumentil In ensurng COVE mcave
[he-services Mey need

Whie thair expertise should be retsined, s
befmer-rascurced sksta ablo 10 staer the sector and
imprment ffa own OVT palictes would benefi all
parsies invohad. not nast OV themsabves

Servioe provisen for OVC in Lesatho is by no
s I @ slate of disrepair I W cisar, however
fhat servine providirs need (0 act lagater 1o =
sure thay reach e childmn who urramily hevs -
agequate of no sipper. Gaing i1 alone is e onger
an opben, 24
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