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THE ROLE OF RACE, HISTORY AND SOCIAL STATUS

A study based on three annual general housshold surveys (2003, 2005, 2006}, by
BARBARA ANDERSON. JOHN ROMANI, MARIE WENTZEL and HESTON PHILLIPS, turnod

up some-interesting anomalies,

I wou're white or Asian, have had 5 good education
and are 3 bit ofder than you'd e to be, IS @ good
bed that you will recycie household matenat to bot-
ster the naton's resaurces, mprove 1he envifonment
by réducing the destructicn of trees, and lessaning (e
Iikelihood ol e
If youi're Alvica, on the other hand, education &
only a lactor when you reach the housshold heads with
a B or other aniversity qualification (490, older age will
ke you even fess eely 1o regpcle, and the bes: encour-
agemend for you 1o do so'ls to have @ child at schoal.

Kee ¥y J.‘UA" P aliveeistte restponis food Jar
ey} o oy robeted to edication, al

PR CYUTTION areeig odder priple

The Sauth Afrean Constilition prestmibes the
protection of the emammnment, ot the benaht of pres-
et @nd future generations’, by leginlating to prevent
pallutian and ecologica degradation. It also advocates
wring natural resources while promating econnmic shil

social development

For ron-African households the sesalts of research
are simitar to those of Ewope and the United Stanes
aniy recyziing (s mone kel whes iF 16 sasien for house-
hedds to recycle Lotk recyeling programmes and the
praximity of buy-back organiations of colleton
paints are obwlods {acion

Recyeling for altnunstic masons {not for money)
i strongly related to educaton, and mpee common
among okdes people.

THE CHILD FACTOR
Among African househalds recyciing b much less com-
mom, and Increases litle with edecation. But Afnzan
howseholds with & schoolchild are mnre llkely 19
racycle, poasibly to codperate with school programmes
and be 3 good ol model

An African swhnla recoumted growlag up 6 an
urban township where mary recycled o osin @ limhe
maney. Now she and her huchand, toth of wham kave
Masters dogrees, oo not think abiowt recyeling much”,
The only tme she recycles s wher she sends paper
with Heid Lan for & schodl paper diive,

She notes that hes son 15 taught in schoot that
behavipur Hech 35 weating a s2atbelt and recyeling
Is good

Thess reminiscences of an aparthed owmhp
may explain the spparent anomaly: slder Africany
haying Ived longer Under apartheid, emembs ey
thing &5 & means of Bmiving, and apgarently want
put that behind them,

Intriguingly, ‘white people with 3 child at wheel
are ey [ikely 1o recycie, possibly bacayse thay are uw
busy with thee daily rush ol getting thildren 1o schoal
4nd exmmamamal actrvities

A semes of focus group will be conducted m order
1o gam msaght into the selsces of African pescep-
tiaoris and behavioin - and to examire whether the
explanations thal have been developed based oo
satstical analpsis ol large data sets are bome out
at modified throligh esamination of qualitative data

LITTERING
For sunry griup, perceiing littering as-a problem f
lkzty 1o Increase reowcling, bur the level i bowest
among Africans, samewhat higher among coloureds
and aven higher i white or Astan hossshalds

Hut South Africa dees have a good record of
recycing metal beverags cand with an sdtimated level
al B0 ta 90% in 200d. Much of this i by individual
entraprenair, rathes than housahold recycling

In dheveloped couriries, recyeding & commensurate
with social status, but thers has Been ittle reseanch on
meyling in the developing world

[t may take some time for African households to
soe recycling as warthwhile for the common welfare
So'what could spur & highes level of recptling |s
African holsehnlds, & ‘walt a generation’ & nuat an
opsen? Hetter stheal education on recycling, mom
coliection programmes and more and beter loca
#d buy-back centres would ikely Incredse recyiling
among all urban sddenty, sypacially Africans
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