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It’s all in the numbers!

Research data and outputs that make a difference

Dr Lucia Lötter, Hanlie Baudin

llotter@hsrc.ac.za, hbaudin@hsrc.ac.za

The HSRC’s Research Outputs Repository The HSRC’s Data Repository
http://datacuration.hsrc.ac.za/http://repository.hsrc.ac.za/

46% of data users are external and 7% are HSRC employees. 47% of users do not 

specify their affiliation or country of origin. Of the external users who provide such 

information, 34% are non-South African (mostly from the USA) and 12% are from 

other South African organisations.

Users

Intended use

Number of data sets downloaded

17.8 %

“I was impressed at the quality of the data and the meta-data provided, and found accessing 

the data very straightforward. Thank you for running such an effective data archive.”

Time method Number of data sets

Cross-sectional 47

Longitudinal 12

Longitudinal: Cohort/Event-

based
5

Longitudinal: Panel: Interval 3

Longitudinal: 

Trend/Repeated cross 

section

73

Time Series: Discrete 3

Other 19

2 12

63

69

19

Geospatial data

Relational database

Single tabular (Component of related data sets)

Single tabular (One separate matrix of data values)

Thematic text collection

Number of 

data sets

165

55 %

Academic 

research

24 %

Learning / 

Instruction / 

teaching

14 %

Thesis / 

Dissertation

9 %

Policy-related 

analysis

8 %

Other

57%

11.7 %

Attributes

1884 3372 631 169 1561 124

Number of Research Outputs = 8831

Conference/Seminar papers Journal articles

Monographs (books) Newspaper articles

Research reports Policy Briefs

Number of research outputs delivered 

2008 2018

474 22888
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Impact of  journal articles

A total of 86% of enquiries are dealt with immediately after opening the request, 9% are 

delivered the next day and 0% enquiries take a week or more to deliver.

187 

articles

92% of research output users are external users (universities, government, donor 

organisations, research institutions, NGOs and private) and 8% are HSRC 

employees. 90% of users are South African and 10% are from other countries, 

mainly the USA and UK.

65

57

33

21

11

NUMBER OF ARTICLES WITH CITATION COUNT 

=>10

2012/2013 - 2016/2017

2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017

ADEPTS Indicator 1.8

Articles with ≥10 citations

2012/13-2016/2017

Target =6 journal articles

Journals with highest citation scores

The Lancet

International Journal

of Epidemiology

AIDS

PLOS Medicine

Research programme with most 

citations = HAST

with

115 articles

3230 citations

Target 

exceeded 

by 3000%
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Users

37% 9% 56% 1%


