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The roadmap

1. Restitution

2. Impunity – meaning

3. Literature

4. 5 Case Studies

5. Research proposal

Social science that makes a difference

Tells 5 stories

1. South Africa’s STORY of inequality and injustice

2. The STORIES OF 60 Black and White South Africans 
about the effects of the past on/in the present

3. TWO FICTITIOUS STORIES to help people think about 
and appy the concept (personhood, locating selves, 
dialogues)

4. MY STORY with its cycles of consciousness 

5. A POTENTIAL NEW STORY based on dialogues and acts 
of social restitution by individuals and communities
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Restoring

Compensating/reparations

Gain-stripping
Acting 
symbolically/satisfaction

Returning rights

Rehabilitating

Legal and historical restitution
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Everyday SOCIAL restitution

Voluntary 
moral 
obligation 
(Swartz, Barkan)

Across 
generations

(MacIntyre, 
Young) 

As forward 
looking, 
not 
punitive 
(Calder, Wenar) 

As making good 
Wiedergutmachung

versus 

making right 
Wiederherstellen 

(Judt, Sanders)
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Definitions of Impunity

“action 

characterised 

by absence of  

fear of  

punishment 

and disregard 

for the impact 

on others” 
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The UN Principles to Combat Impunity

• Analysis of the UN Set of Principles 
for the Protection and Promotion of 
Human Rights Through Action to 
Combat Impunity

• Examines the genesis, normative
background, interpretation and 
practical application of each of the 
38 Principles
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Global Impunity Index

• Crime > report > judgement

• Saudi Arabia, China, Indonesia, 
and South Africa (members of 
G20) unable to measure due to 
statistical impunity.

Social science that makes a difference
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Contexts

1. Global power relations

2. Political power

3. Corruption

4. Behaviour of caregiving professionals

5. Reckless drivers

6. Exploitative employment practices

7. Economic relationships and unequal salaries

8. Advertising

9. Gendered and racialised interactions

Impunity

Caregiving

Racism

DrivingHealth

Political
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Key questions to ask

1. How does impunity arrive?

2. What conditions allow it to thrive?

3. Can we distinguish between ‘impunity from above’ (their 
structural embeddedness) and ‘impunity from below’ 
(through varying modes of moral reasoning)?

4. How does impunity shape social relations and affect 
societal life?

5. How may it be interrupted and its effects ameliorated? 
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Effects of  impunity

1. Individual

2. Relational

3. Structural
Impunity

ClassRace

Power

Gender

Governance

MoneyLaw
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Research design

1. Who should be asked about impunity? 

• Those committing acts of impunity? 

• Those observing them? 

• Those experiencing the consequences of them? 

• Those who facilitate impunity?

2. How?

• Interviews

• Observations

• Commissions
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Moral education responses

1. Research

2. Parrhesia – fearless speaking, speaking truth to power 
(Foucault)

3. Perspective taking

4. Accountability

5. Justice

6. …

Moral education responses
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Moral education responses

Social science that makes a difference

Impunity

1. An account of international laws against impunity and 
their shortcomings

2. Case studies of impunity in various locations

3. The STORIES OF XX people and how it has affected them 
– individually and structurally

4. Common principles around impunity – what causes it to 
thrive an what can ameliorate it

5. A POTENTIAL NEW STORY based on acts of parrhesia in 
multiple contexts and with varying outcomes


