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A (VERY) brief hi

1906 — 22: radio a

1923 — first experimental broadeast in South Africa (18 Dec, in Johannesburg)

1926 — Radio Act (all transmission and receptions ~ Postmaster General)

1936 — Broadcasting Act — establishing SABC (new act in 1976)




The 1940s

1940’s:

1941:

1943:

Africans’ Claims in South Africa
including a clause calling for the
the ANC annual conference on 1

UN General Assembly m&.ﬁ%
1949: UN Declaration of Human Rights

Article 19:“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without

interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers”.




The Intervening Years: 1950 — 1989 % @.
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1955: Freedom Charter
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e All people shall have equal rights to use their own
languages and to develop their own folk culture and
customs
e The law shall guarantee to all their right to speak,
to organize, to meet together, to publish, to preach,
to worship and to educate their children . L .
e Free exchange of books, ideas & i S e
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1960s: Community TV movement develops in Canada (Fogo Isla

1970s: TV arrives in SA

1980s: The Decade for Cultural Development
PW Botha & Nats intervene in Media, esp SABC
CASET produces radio-type material as audio cassettes

1981: African Charter of Human and People’s Rights

e Every individual shall have the right to receive information.

Every individual shall have the right to disseminate his opinions
within the law
(Catch = right to receive ‘censored’ information: interdependent)




public)

1989: General Conference of Unesco resolution on :OoEEﬁEomﬂg EE@WQ&Q@ of Huma nity”, EnEaEm o

free flow of ideas by word and image

promote wider and better balanced dissemination of information without any obstacle to
freedom of expression

develop all appropriate means of strengthening communication in developing countries in
order to increase participation in the communication process

advance mutual knowledge and understanding of peoples through all means of mass
communication

1989: National Action Plan for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, which emphasizes freedom of
expression and media diversity

1989: Cosatu sets up a national consultative process on media policy, crystalises a network of ‘left-wingers interested in

policy work’

1989: Durban Media Trainers Group (DMTG) raise media subsidy system/media diversity fund




The 1990s — Pre-1994:




Key features of the 1990 — 19¢

1.  Viljoen Task Group (appt 3 Q@Bﬁ
recommends new Broadcasting
removal signal distributi

2. Policy conferences:

o Jabulani! Freedom of the Ai

SEE:EG, 8 ﬂ_@._omm %ﬁ 8 : aEm
of an IBA” _

Funding from both public and private sec
e  BOP Univ Media mc&o%_dﬂo%mﬁo”

® Free, Fair and Open Media Conference (Feb __B@mv_mu Oomomm ;

Resolution: “Community Broadcasting “is based on the ideals of participation, o@EE:EQ osuﬁ.wEF non-
profit, community interest and enables the community to oxmammm their needs and aspirations Enccm:
access to the airwaves

Proposes an ICA (Ind OcEEqu >=§v, _8_0” to wHeEa”n a diversity of voices, ammm interests ME&
ownership in broadcasting which will contribute to a free political debate

Proposals to Codesa: estab Interim Independent Communication >¢Eeﬂ§ new SABC Board, appt task

force to examine obstacles to diversity of opinion in the print media i

Key isssues: market structure & SABC-NP

. Patriotic Front neswmﬁno@ Durban, 1991 (transitional authority to control state media)




Key features of the 1990 — 1994

» Rhodes Media Policy Workshop
advertising tax to help alternative media

3. Party Lines

Vi

“Crucial turning point within
Charter: deliberately Utopian, s
assumption — material resources required
middle class and mmmmoa_

ANC Media Charter: Section II UwEonnmamm_uoﬁ___om the Media

1. The forms and methods of the media shall take account __em the &3....&@ of communities in
respect of geography, language and interests.
2. Measures shall be taken to ensure that all communities have access to the technical means
for the receipt and dissemination of information, including electricity, telecommunications and
other facilities . .
3. All communities shall have access to the skills required to receive and
disseminate information, including the skills of reading and writing
4. Diversity of ownership of media production and distribution facilities shall be

~ensured _
5. Affirmative action shall be Ep@_oﬁouaa to provide m.Embo_m_ 8&.58& and
other resources to those sectors of society deprived of such means




4. 1991: The Windhoek Declaration

® A benchmark for the UN and m&o m
® Harbinger of media liberalization in South
3 A statement of principles drawn up b

calling for a free, independent and pls



Pluralistic ﬁmm end
ssible numbers o

All funding sho

Codes of ethics bl s

Need for similar Declaration for radio and TV in /




First definition as: “For the comm
IBA also defines accessibility, diversity and

IBA Ocao of Oon&uo" Ecm wm.omaowwg oBEmEnm Oe!-aummiu .

IBA charged with ¢ womooﬁmmﬁm and o&wﬁam conditions for ... CM to be licensed _.mnm__m_.bﬂﬁ at both mmagm_ and
regional level” .

IBA “Totally silent on issue of ao<o~ow5m uaﬁo%,
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Title 1892 19 )
Jan-Jun  Jul- -Jun - Jul-D Jul-Deec

OfTaWGILM 102,145 105,005

DRANGYM 93,951 96,294 99,574  93,0:

llanga 125,603 131,407 130,779 122,367

Mercury 60,617 59,274 60,692 60,207 7 mm.wmm m.\.m.-w . 49,874 .NHM.._.mm.Q... : hw_mmm 40,904
SOUCICURIE 224,932 213,897 234,096 209,272 217,823 190,586 208,358 207,849 211,688 211,178

The Star 209,351 206,212 m”._.m...m.m..m..w 204,684 208,185 191,332 182,119 165,171 169,994 156,358




eocm__ __mwa%%w_m___nu_s__ iro ____wamﬁ_,_,&%» :

interest rates, joblessness



The 1990s — Post-1994

Key Features of the Post-1994







1996: Report of IBA’s

address 8_@8508 Bo&m aEQEQ
proposes MDDA !

local content and South African Music.

1998:

White Paper on Broadcast woro%_. wnbo%ﬁm.

o access for all .
diversity is the framework for national unity
free expression
democratizing the airwaves
emphasis on educational broadcasting

White Paper becomes the Broadcasting Act in .__E_mw,. 1999
Act includes guidelines for broadcasting system as a whole, including:

° provide public access to a variety of points of view on public issues
o Q@EHHEEQ broadcasting service defined in same way as _w>




1999, July: FXI/ NCMF: National seminar on need E.\BH@ Medi













