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Background

3 To develop a computerised classroom
assessment system for Hamorm_.m to improve
learning

[ System is being developed for the Intermediate
Phase (Grades 4, 5 & 6) for English FAL and
Mathematics, following the NCS.

(1 Comprises a database of assessment items (or
questions) and a computer software to run the
database.




Background (cont-)

[ Consultative meetings with PDoE & Districts (MDoE
-(Nkangala), NWDoE (Bojanala — Brits APO), GDoE
(Tshwane South - D4) & WCED|[?]) during 2008:

(To solicit their participation in the development of
Computerised Classroom Assessment System.

(Identify field trial schools (one in each province) to
consult during the development of the system

U Review of current assessment systems and structures.

(U Review of teacher understanding of assessment & current
practices.



Rationale for TARMII

Hmmmrm..w Assessment Resources for Ecimi.m:m and
Improving Instruction [NEW NAME?]

O Provide teachers with high quality curriculum
relevant tests on demand.
] Diagnostic information on learner

performance.

(1 Ideas for intervention.

(1 Reduce teacher workload.

L} Support teachers to improve classroom
assessment practices.



Study Design

] Study on teachers’ experiences and expertise in assessment
and their access to & use of computers. [DONE]

LI Development of Grades 4, 5 & 6 English FAL and
Mathematics assessment items (3000 items) by local teachers.
[DONE]

(1 Administration of the assessment items to learners in the
three grades in selected schools across the 9 provinces. DONE]

U Development of a computer software to run the database. [IN
PROGRESS]

O Regular consultative meetings with teachers in field trial
schools to obtain feedback for further system development
[ON GOING]

(] Uploading assessment items into the database. [IN
PROGRESS]



AU Aq MIeqpady




Frequency & type of teacher comments

- Limited evidence of relevant comments to- -
improvement in support learning

80 1 7 7

60 - \ B N
40 - — G B “
- i B

Signature Ticks & X's Symbols Marks Motivational
Comments



Document review & interviews

O No evidence of useful comments in learner
notebooks or teachers records.

O Essentially for this group of South African teachers
classroom assessment is seen as a relatively formal
process of recording marks for class work, or some
other summative indicator of performance in the
classroom.

O The broader meaning of assessment for improving
learning seems not to have been adopted.

(] Assessment is merely a compliance issue.



Next Steps

U Getting the system fully functional
A Introducing system into classrooms
(ANeed to change current assessment practices

d Evaluation of “impact” of the system - limited
timeframe [two terms]

(J Monitor change in teachers’ classroom
assessment practices

(dInternet & cellphone version



TARMII SYSTEM
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THE PERFECT TOOL FOR TEACHERS
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