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There is no evidence that the
child support grant is an
incentive for teenagers to have
more babies, Monde Makiwane
and Eric Udjo concludeina
report for the Human Sciences
il

Research Counci

school of thought has devel:
oped in South Afries that
-thie ehild support grant
C8G) has some phrverse
im&im ong of which .40
aneourasge  women, especially
febngers, t have more children,

I is widely acknowledped. in
Houth Afrira that the tesnage fortils
ity rate I high, About badf of all
young people between 15 and 18,
Hightly more mon than women,
vepuet hoving had se. By 16, dose tor
F0% of South African women have
fied sex, and gbout 37% have been

mRghant

We pnatysed sylating wational
datasels to sxamine whather there
wag ariintionship Hetwesn the C8G
and teenage fortiily namaly the
15 and 1998 October Housshold
Sarvevs, the 1998 South African:
Derndgraphic and Health Suevey
and the 301 Censue. Data fom e
Booial Penglon Fund gmns syien,
aiishle since 1988, were also used.

The widesprend belisf that
youny women are having children
apeciically 20 they can have aecess
1o the grant is uniounded. What we
et finel, fiestly, was that e upsurge:
in tesnage feriifity (for young
weomen aged 15 1018} predates the
fnproduction of the child support
grant, and is now declising,

I anything, the ypsurge coln-
cided with the major golitical
chaniges that wére taking place n
South Adries, and may be similer o
@ post-war boony:

I il secbnd place, thicughtiut
the elght-veay existence of the
grant, foeiage dlregy beneficiaries

=3

of thegrant make up fower than 3%
of te totsl mimber of bensficiaries
yertsen mothering mpﬁm 5%
of all fertility If young wianen wate
bearing children fo bensilt from the
geant, one would expect & higher

propoviivie of teenagers o fake

adv&niagwf e money

T Yime with older wornen telting
e cars of the childre of
younger women, the data show that
those of 35 and older, whose Tertility
ting been doclinisig, are more likely
%o be direct beneficiaries 'of (he

grant
Finglly, dieincreass fu youthfig.

fertility’ hag octwryed across the

‘board, including seations of society

Thnt di not gualify for the grant.
Que-HIRC veport says there are
possible alisrpativeexplanations fop

the high rates of yoithbal fortility

“The rising proportion of bleths to

young women ts seen 1n most cotn-
tries, T genieral frend, worldwide,
i that whers fertifity rates wre

Tovitr, ¥he Share of births to young’

women is among the highest. In ling
with this-trend; as the genersl rale
of fertitity in South Africs declines,
o thie rate of fertility among young
women is incressing

Peonage fertility dectined rap-
iy froth 1980 nth) 1908, when adea-
watic ipsuree oopurted, Afler that
time, teenage fertility  ayppears o
Jevel. off. The: exact pattorn of

teongge fortiity fromisarly 2000 js°

not - known  with ‘any aceurscy,
beeatise of the lack of recent reli-
able dista. Unadjusted foriflity dats
froim the Demograghic and Health
Survey 208 (not: yet pablichy avail-

FRST-RORN: Kholofelo Mluse 18, s Grade 10 learnes from Sowmtoy with ber threenonthvohl davghier b

Fwidegpread pareption

abip) suggest that no furiber
Ingreass in; teenaye fertility was
exgez&enm for the fow wnm ‘aftex
e Z00T bensus:

‘Alibough overall fertility Bvels
of the- African pupulation grousp
hoave Bwen higher than those of
ather popllation wroups, 1t hss
Toeently experiarced the stéepest
vate of decling, 1t apabiet thiy
backerownd that {hei‘emitéfi ratsof
sdifferont ;;epu&amn gFOups are
examined in Table: | which shows
theest imated teonds in total fertility
rete (EFR) and agespecific faraility
rate (REFR) for toonagrrs, by pace,
10,3905 and 2000,

“rotal fertilify rdtes-in South
Africa have been dectining tverthe

past fow decadis, ds Mlustrated in

Teble s

Brte Udio estimates that e fotal
fortility ratedectined fromabiout 49
por fernale dn 1970 to-sbour 3258
195%@ ) conirast, technge fertility

has. incrensed in all race groups
sxsept Intlians, supmesting that ol
3l Brtility Sos beon accompsnted
by shift i childbearing owards
Yokt domen.

Table  shows the estithiated pro-
portion of ‘ehiidren, who' received
srands o gach provivior I8 and
S, The proportion Way compiled
by dividing the number o “chilldien
whe ‘Teceived the géant in: March
s by wrolections from Statistics
South Africaof the dumisrof chik
dven in thie Age group O30 T mid:
year 1S snd. far%hém i
Taaies, the pwber of Fecipitiis
el divcided by the wamber of ohik
drenin the'age group G114,

Tt i extimated Thataboiit 5 4 af
Hchiddrervin South Afewd o
the child grant in March 2085, fom
& tow of G.27% in 108

These fisdings coneut- with e
resenrch fopory commissionid by
the: Department of Social Bruslop
hent, released ih January this visn
of a guantitative analysis.of the
data on thesocial pensions systent.

That ropert found that i Ot
heb W05, eenapsrs {women younger
i 30 veurs) sofresentsl ondy 5%
of wlf ohild support grant seeipients;

caives pmonthivehili sunpert grant from the

which is considerably Jower than
me pmpeﬁmn of teerdge mothers

Debates about perversesfferts of
welfsrs, and proposals for piinitive
exclutian and withﬁrwsi{ have
oceurted in other counbries, sl
with respect 10 teett motierhood.
The tssue ativects strong pepsonal,
maral and cultural opinions. Based
on thedaty we have aaslysed we
comchude thab there e vio grotinds

govermment, The veriters sayl theew i no eeidenes (o sugs
that teerigers are having mors bables hecsies of tha grant . Picture WIKE L}fﬁﬂ‘

i holleve that South African g
Zve deliperately having dhildrer
oirter to access welfary bonelits,
C @ Dr o Monde Bukitand i
Feseprel  speciulisd in Hhe Ok
Yoush, Family and Sociad Divg
fent reseireh prograniny aad
Brig Udjo is @ research direcior i
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