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areas of life orientation.”

Carolus has observed that, in
some government schools. teachers
skim over the curriculum, not pay-
ing enough attention to engaging
pupils in discussion about sexual
education.

“The success of the curriculum
has to do with how the subject is
taught. Most educators just teach
the bare minimum.”

She has helped pregnant girls at
the School of Hope by accompany-
ing them to clinics and providing
contingency plans to ensure the girls
still attend school.

“One of our girls attends school
on a half-day basis; she comes in for
four periods and then goes home. We
have tried to do everything possible
to ensure she is comfortable.”

Carolus was adamant that gov-
ernment schools should not be send.
ing girls away if they fall pregnant:
“Tt is important that we keep these
girls in school or they sit at home
with nothi ing to do, when they could
be learning.” she smd

One of the giris who have bene-
fited from the School of Hope's alter-
native methods has attended the
school for two years and has a year-
old baby:

“The School of Hope is'a lot more
letiient than the schools my friends

attend. 1 have many pregnant

friends. 1 am allowed to take my
baby to the ductﬁr"‘"‘""';hen she gets
sick. T just need a certificate,” she
‘said.

‘The girl regrets that she fell preg-
nant at school. but said her family’s
support encoursged her to Keep
attending school. Her first sexual
encounter was an extremely violent
one that led to drug abuse and a
promiscuous lifestyle.

She is-dismayed that sex educa-
tion in the classroom provides
access to condoms and other contra-
ceptives.

“They are giving us the permis-
sion to have sex by making the con-
doms available,” she said.

Her emphatic stance is that edu-
cators should be teaching absti-
nence to young people, not correct
condom usage. Girls as young as 11
are: enga;,mg in risky sexual behav-
iour in her neighbourhood.

A recently released study by the
Human Sciences Research Council

(HSRC) found no evidence to suggest
teenage girls are fal]ing pregnantto

receive the child-support grant, as is
often believed.

The document states: "From the
data we have analysed, we conclude

that there are no grounds to believe
that young South African girls are

deliberately having children in
order to access welfare benefits.”

However, Gorvalla has seen oth-
erwise; '] do know that in some com-
munities, like Eisies River and Delft,
girls choose to fall pregnant as a
means to getting the grant. Some
girls fall pregnant by drug and gang
lords who will then encourage them
to go for the extra money given by
the state,” she said.

The HSRC report suggests this is
not a widespread phenomenon, as
“only 20% of teens who bear chil-
dren are beneficiaries of the child
support grant”,

The government has options
when it comes to improving the
ways sexual cducation is taught
within schools.

Factors that contribute to high
teenage pregnancy rate in South
Africa are complex. There are many
interventions that can be tried to
improve existing programmes, with.
out resorting to out-dated punitive
measures, which in many cases also
punish the children who never
asked to be born.

® Dr Makiwane is a senior
research specialist at the HSRC's
Child, Youth. Family and Social
Development programme. Daniel is a
master'’s student at the University of
Cape Town.



