52%0

% suspect there are guite a few
people who continue to hops
at one day Cyril Ramaphosa
1il somehow ascend to the
ghest political office in the
lang.
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job g8 president-in-waiting.
Mot for the first time, political
niators have been caught

polities, and Thabo Mbeki
the final stretch to lay
of Mandela's heit

unless he'’s almost certain of victory
In the current uncertain and divided
mate that is the majority
that was never going to be the case,
this time rovmd. And sc he

Ay Anthony Butier makes
astrong case for Ramaphosa’s claim

“Ramaphosa’s pelitical history,

him one of avery small number o

between Thabo Mbeki and Jacob
Zuma”, Butler argues.

In addition, Ramaphosa is
“uniquely able to build on the moral
authority (of the constitutional
settlement) to restore life to'the
vractice of democracy”.

He is well placed te drive forward
the black sconomic empowerment
that he “both understands and
champions”. Hisascensionto
president would enstwe a visible
ethnicrotation of power as many
leaders consider it “unwise to choose
a third Xhosa president in a row”.

Butler suggests Ramaphosa’s
appeal cuts across racial lines to an
unusual degree “and he may be
uniquely able to engage with
whites”.

He has been strong on HIV-Aids
and “is probably the best
policy president South A
mustey, equally respected and
influential on the international left,

in the capitals of the West, and in

Africa and the South”.

That is a long string of
recormmendations, especialiy ina
biography too critical to be
hagiographic,

Butler writes, for instance, how

Ramaphosa was outmanceuvred and

eventually evicted frommedia, hotel
and casino group Johnnic by Hosker
Consolidated Investments (FCT)
heavyweights Marcel Goiding and
Johnay Copelyn.

In the end, Ramaphosa was left
shrugging and empty-handed.
in the gaine,” he purportedly said,
referring to the fact that his own
money was not invested in Johnnic.

The second tale of Ramaghosa’s
strategic defeat concerns his failure
to become ANC deputy president in
1994. He was so disappointed by this,
Butler writes, that some close
acquaintances believed he decided to
quit politics altogether,

He certainly stormed off and

Frankly speaking, I didn’t have skin

sulked for days after news of Mbeki’s
appointment and boycotted the
swearing-in of the Cabinet.

Butler is rapidly developing a
reputation as one of South Africa's
mostpre-eminent historians and
this new work adds significantly to
his authority in the field.

Ifound interesting the manner in
which Ramaphosa created the
National Union of Mineworkersata
time when several unions were
competing to represent them.
Somehow Ramaphosa, the son of a
policeman and with no apparent
credentials, was able to persuade
parties to join him, resulting in the
country’s most powerful and popular
trade union. Not for the first or for
the last time, Ramaphosa’s supreme
bargaining and persuasive skills
came to the fors.

Twas also not aware of
Ramaphosz’s religious roots nor of
how he developed his public persona

and his debating skills evangelising

with the Student Christian
Movement (SCM). Only much later
inlife did he join the ANC.

Both the NUM and the SCM are
still going, constituting further
evidence, Butler points out, of
Ramaphosa’s capacity to establish
durable institutions.

There are one or two weaknesses
within the biography, not least the
fact that Ramaphosa is a relatively
young man {56) annd his life story is
far from over. In addition, while tha
coniprehensive details of
Ramaphosa’s political life are
evident, the work is short on
personal information, Though he
married three times, we are told
almost nothing of his pariners’ lives
and interests. His children are
mentioned in passing right at the
end of the book.

Though Butler admits b ined
110 access to his subjsct, other than a
corrected manuscript, on account of
Ramaphosa’s desp-rooied demand

h

for privacy, this still means great
acres of personal terrain are left
uniraversed.

4 shaortage of personal
knowledge inevitably leads toalack
of empathy You don't get the idea
that Butler really understands his
subject. Not that admiration isa
hallmark of good biography, but
Butler seems, ont oceasion, to qui
dislike Ramaphosa, Beis described
as deceitful, scheming, cpaqueand
the ovmer of “an irresistibly
charming grin behind which almaost
any emoticn could be concealed”.

Ramnaphosa emerges from this
work with his claim on the bigtitle
amply fortified.

As Butler says, his suitability for
the highest office is evident. But does
he want it?

“lan Hedland is a director
atthe Democracy ond Governance
reseqrch progromme at the Humor:
Seiences Research Council. He writes
here in his personal copaciiy.
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Gverberg town of Stantord was once the business
area, but became an almost forgotier:
place as it was overtaken in hnportance by
Hermanus and Gansbaai. Today, re-invigorated by

wanr At namela e s e aves cadd AR P Re Eden




