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65.5% OF ALL R&D PERSOnnEl WERE 
LOCATED IN THE HE SECTOR IN 2016/17
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NON-SOUTH AFRICAN

59.8% OF HERD WAS 
CONCENTRATED WITHIN 

nATURAl SCIEnCES, 
TECHnOlOGY & EnGInEERInG 

WITH MEDICAl & HEAlTH 
SCIEnCES CONTRIBUTING 
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THE REMAINING 40.2% WAS 
SPENT ON SOCIAl SCIEnCES
& HUMAnITIES
REFLECTING A
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InVESTMEnT IN
THESE RESEARCH FIElDS
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BEHIND THE NUMBERS

CONNECT WITH US
ENGAGE WITH US ON TWITTER @HSRC_CeSTII

FIND US ON LINKEDIN SEE US ON INSTAGRAM 

The annual South African National Survey of Research and Experimental Development 
is conducted by the Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators (CeSTII) at 
the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), on behalf of the Department of Science 
and Technology (DST). R&D statistics are collected in terms of the Statistics Act No. 6 of 
1999, and are quality assured by Statistics South Africa. 

Data collected through the survey, and its historic data series,
helps to inform decision-makers on investment 
planning, policy making, advocacy, and 
research in South Africa. Data streams also 
add to benchmarking and performance 
comparisons with our international 
counterparts.

Access previous survey reports:
http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/departments/
CeSTii/reports-cestii

This Fact Sheet was produced by CeSTII
in October 2018. 
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